
OLDE TOWNE BEVERLY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SCHOOL PROGRAM GUIDE

“To preserve the history of Beverly, 
using it to educate its citizens and 
build community.”



The community of Beverly truly celebrates its long and diverse history.  
The Olde Towne Beverly Historical Society is proud to offer curriculum 
rich programs for both lower and upper elementary students.  This guide 
has been developed with direction from curriculum designer Shauna 
Stelmaschuk, Bachelor of Education-University of Alberta.  The programs 
are directly connected to the Alberta Program Of Studies and this 
document will assist you in selecting a program that is just right for your 
classroom.

A truly unique feature regarding the programs that we offer is the fact 
that we are one of the only sites to cover the topic of coal mining.  If 
coming to the Interpretive Centre for an out of school field trip is not 
possible for your class, the Interpretive Centre can also come to you; we 
can work with you to tailor a program that will involve an in class field 
trip for your students!  Programs are led by two or more members of the 
Olde Towne Beverly Historical Society.

A program may also be created to meet the unique needs of your 
students or particular curricular outcome that you are looking to cover 
in a hands on and inspiring way.  Your Interpretive Centre Programmer 
will let you know if your selection has a cost attached to it.  

    

  BEVERLY HISTORY 
INTERPRETIVE CENTRE

SCHOOL PROGRAM GUIDE

10906 40 street
www.beverly-history.com

beverlyhistoricalsociety@gmail.com



A BRIEF HISTORY

Beverly’s earliest settlers were homesteaders who had laid claim to the 
river lots along the North Saskatchewan River in the early years of the 
20th century.  The abundance of reasonable, cultivable land, the lure of 
jobs linked to the services of nearby Edmonton and the soon to be 
booming jobs created by the abundance of coal beneath the feet of its 
population drew in many people to this land.

The City of Edmonton had expanded at a tremendous rate prior to 
World War I, and with a booming economy and high real estate values, 
many people settled in Beverly and other outlying areas as a way of 
decreasing their living costs.  By the time Beverly was incorporated as a 
town on August 15, 1914, there were 1000 residents.  Beverly was 
viewed as an alternative to city living until it became part of Edmonton 
in 1961.  It continues to be a community that prides it’s self on it’s rich 
history, unique beginnings, beautiful location and welcoming spirit.



As mentioned, our programs offered at the Beverly History Interpretive 
Centre are directly linked the Alberta Education, Program of Studies.   

Science, Social Studies, Phys-Ed and Language Arts are all subject areas 
where curriculum connections are made with our programs.   

Specific skills and Learning Outcomes that are nurtured and developed 
by participating in our programs include:  

• Science Inquiry – Students will be actively asking questions, 
proposing ideas, observing and experimenting.  

• Social Studies and the core concepts of Citizenship and Identity.  

• Language Arts and the outcomes of respecting, supporting and 
collaborating with others.  

Some examples of specific Curricular Connections to our Programs 
include:

*Grade One:

Social Studies 1.1 “My World:  Home, School, Community”

1.2 “Moving Forward with the Past:  My Family, My History and My Community.  

*Grade Two:

Social Studies 2.1 “Canada’s Dynamic Communities”

2.2 “A Community in the Past”

*Grade Three:

Social Studies 3.1 “Communities in the World”

Science:   Topic A, “Rocks and Minerals”

*Grade Four:

Social Studies 4.1 “Alberta: A Sense of the Land” 

4.2 “The Stories, Histories and People of Alberta.”

Science:  Topic A, “Waste and Our World”

*Grade Five: 

Social Studies 5.2 “Histories

and Stories of Ways of Life in Canada”

*Grade Six:

Social Studies 6.1  “Citizens Participating in Decision Making”  

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS



PROGRAMS OFFERED:



INVESTIGATING HISTORY, A HANDS-ON 
ARTIFACT STUDY

Grades Applicable: Kindergarten through Grade six

Our Interpretive Centre has a wonderful collection of artifacts that have 
either been donated or are on loan for our visitors to enjoy.  Our 
collection truly promotes student interest in social studies by bringing 
items that they would be seeing in text books alive for them to 
experience.

During the program, students are encouraged to sketch or write about 
the various items and predict what they think they are.

An interactive discussion follows the presentation where the true 
identity of the artifact is revealed.  



Grades Applicable: Kindergarten through Grade Six

In this program, students will participate in an interactive conversation 
that provides them with insight about what Beverly was like in the early 
1900’s.

Topics covered also include the milestones and development that have 
happened through to the present day allowing Beverly to become the 
community it is today.

This program also has the flexibility to integrate the history of early 
Edmonton and/or other surrounding areas and their historical events in 
the early 1900’s to the present day.  

HISTORY OF BEVERLY
A ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION



Grades Applicable: Kindergarten through Grade Six

Students are led on a guided tour throughout the neighbourhood.  
While on their investigative walk, members will lead discussions and 
identify sites of historical significance.  These walks can be 
individualized to meet the needs of your particular class or grade.  We 
have a number of sites that are visited and located close to the 
interpretive centre and some sites that include a walk that covers 
greater distances. 

Some of the places visited include former mine sites, Rundle Park, the 
Cenotaph, and other locations where significant buildings used to be 
located.  To help give context where the old landmarks were but are no 
longer there, photographs will be provided to enable students to gain a 
deeper understanding of what is being discussed. The topography of the 
area is another key topic of the walk. Investigating the rich soil and coal 
seams are also highlights. Another option for you to consider is to have 
a walk tailored to fit around your school site.

This community walk truly allows some real life connections to be made 
to the stories and information that is shared in the classroom setting.

COMMUNITY WALKS



Grades Applicable: Kindergarten through Grade Six

In this activity students get to experience what writing in school was like for 
students in the past.  Students get to go back to a time when ball point pens, 
lead pencils, white out, and rubber erasers were not available; stick pens and 
ink were the only option.

Students will learn about the importance that was placed on penmanship and 
cursive writing in the past.  They will get to try the tools that were used in pre-
technology times to communicate with others through writing.  

PENMANSHIP CLASSES



Grades Applicable:  Kindergarten through Grade Six

A craft is defined as an activity that involves making something in a skillful way 
by using your hands.  This program will offer students the opportunity to do 
just that and actively participate in crafts that children their age would have 
created in the past.  Some of the projects that are offered during this 
workshop include:

Sewing
Knitting
Wool Preparation
Weaving
Spinning
Embroidery
Leather Work
Whittling
Wool Crafts

CRAFT WORKSHOP



Grades Applicable:  Kindergarten through Grade Six

When planning your trip to the Interpretive Centre, you may choose to include 
some of the following activities, depending on the weather:

Shinny
Broomball
Can Curling
Snowshoeing
Skating

These activities occur at the Beverly Heights Community Rink located directly 
beside the Interpretive Centre.  We are also able to run this program out of the 
Beacon Heights Community League Rink located at 12037 – 43 Street.  

WINTER OUTDOOR SPORTS AND GAMES



Grades Applicable:  Kindergarten through Grade Six

When planning your trip to the Interpretive Centre, you may choose to include 
some of the following activities, depending on the weather:

Sack Races
Tag
Kick the Can
Egg and Spoon Races
Tug of War
Three-Legged Races

SUNNY DAY / NO SNOW
OUTDOOR SPORTS AND GAMES



Grades Applicable:  Kindergarten through Grade Six

We are proud to offer a horse drawn wagon tour of the Beverly area guided 
by a local historian.  Areas of historical and community importance will be 
visited and discussed while students travel the streets in a form of 
transportation that was common in Beverly’s early beginnings.   

HISTORICAL WAGON TOUR



Grades Applicable:  Kindergarten through Grade Six

Children in the past had many responsibilities and this included chores.  
The work that they did could have been different for boys and girls but 
all children were expected to do chores daily.  A program that you may 
wish your students to participate in includes experiencing some of 
these chores from the past!  At the Beverly Interpretive Centre, your 
students may participate in the following chores:

Washboard and Wringer Laundry
Making Butter
Hauling Water
Sawing / Piling Wood
Polishing Silver
Food Preparation

EXPERIENCING CHORES FROM THE PAST



Grades Applicable:  Kindergarten through Grade Six

The Beverly Historical Society is proud of the Remembrance Day 
Ceremony that its members help organize.

The ceremony has many area schools involved and it truly provides an 
opportunity for all students, staff and their families to learn about the 
significance of the oldest Memorial Cenotaph in Alberta, which is 
located in Beverly.  It was officially unveiled on Sunday, October 17, 
1920 in a grand ceremony attended by several dignitaries, including 
Edmonton`s Mayor Joe Clarke, Beverly Mayor Fred Humberstone, and 
Lt. Gov. George Brett.  The cenotaph was erected by the Beverly 
Veterans in memory of their 28 Beverly Comrades fallen in WWI.  

The Cenotaph is located at 4001 – 118 Avenue and our student 
Ceremony occurs annually on the last school day (Public and Catholic) 
prior to November 11.  We welcome classes from any school to attend 
or participate.  Each class attending is encouraged to lay a wreath 
during the ceremony.  If you are interested in having your class attend 
the ceremony, please contact one of our Interpretive Centre 
Programmers to get any additional information that you may require.  

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE



EXTENSION IDEAS

NOVEL STUDY

We have a class set of the novel “Pit Pony,” by Joyce Barkhouse. Pit 

Pony is a children’s historical fiction novel which describes life in a coal-

mining town in turn-of-the century Cape Breton and also deals with the 

importance of education. It is the story of Willie and Gem, a pit pony. 

Willie is an eleven-year-old boy forced by family circumstances to work 

as a trapper in a Cape Breton coal mine and Gem is a Sable Island mare 

working as a pit pony. As they work together, a strong bond develops 

between boy and horse. 

The book describes the grim realities of life for a young miner- cold, 

exhaustion, fear – discomforts and dangers that also affected the 

horses. When Willie and Gem are trapped in the mine during a “bump” 

– with falling rock and timber, and choking dust – Willie must choose 

between escaping with Gem or saving the life of another young miner. 

Willie’s choice to save the young miner’s life over Gem’s life sets Willie 

free – free to leave the mines and to pursue his education. As it turns 

out, however, Gem had been pregnant and her foal is saved. 

This novel was also made into a movie which we also have available for 

loan. 



MAKE YOUR OWN WORD SEARCH

1. Write definitions for 15 of the following words in the large spaces of 

the “Beverly Word Search” Page.

2. Using capital letters, write the words in the word search grid. The 

words can go sideways, vertically, diagonally and backwards. Be extra 

careful with your spelling.

3. Fill up the empty squares with random capital letters.

4. Exchange puzzles with a friend. Have them write the correct terms 

beside your definitions, then ask your friend to search for the word in 

the puzzle. You make sure to do the same with your friend’s puzzle and 

have fun!!! 

MINING BEVERLY             COMMUNITY         COAL

ARTIFACT             CULTURE            LIVE                         PLAY

HISTORY IMMIGRANTS    PRIDE                     UNIQUE

SETTLEMENT       FARMING BUSINESS              AMALGAMATE



BEVERLY WORDSEARCH



BEVERLY WORDSEARCH

DEFINITIONS: TERMS:



SAMPLE WORD SEARCH DEFINITIONS:

The process or industry of obtaining coal or other minerals from a mine. mining

An object made by a human being, typically an item of cultural or 
historical interest. 

artifact

The study of past events, particularly in human affairs. history

A place, typically one that has been uninhabited, where people establish a 
community . 

settlement

A unique neighbourhood located in the eastern part of Edmonton. Beverly

The attitudes, customs and beliefs that distinguish one group of people 
from another. 

culture

A person who comes to live permanently in a foreign country. immigrants

The activity or business of growing crops and/or raising livestock. farming

A group of people living in the same place or having a particular 
characteristic in common. 

community

To make one’s home in a particular place or with a particular person. live

To be especially proud of a particular quality, skill or place. pride

The practice of making one’s living by engaging in commerce. business

A combustible black or dark brown rock consisting mainly of carbonized 
plant matter. Found mainly in underground deposits and widely used as 
fuel. 

coal

To engage in activity for enjoyment and recreation rather than a serious 
purpose. 

play

Being the only one of its kind, unlike anything else. unique

To combine or unite to form one organization or structure. amalgamate



CREATE YOUR OWN WALKING TOUR

Please look at the suggested stops listed below and create your own 
walking tour of our beautiful community.  While you are visiting the 
sites, imagine what they would have looked like in the early years of 
Beverly.  Compare how the sites are so different now.  Can you see any 
evidence of anything left from what used to be there? 

1) Coal Mines

From early in the century to the late 1950’s in our area, coal was the 
leading fuel for heating homes and commercial buildings.  Beverly was a 
community that had large coal seams spread in different pockets 
throughout the area and coal mines were created to mine this precious 
commodity.  Several coal companies were started and these companies 
included the Humberstone Mine (1899-1925, 1928-1934,) The three 
Bush mines (between 1901-1944) and the Beverly Coal Mine (1931-
1951.)  These mines over the span of over 40 years helped meet the coal 
needs of the region.  Over 50 mines were recorded as operating in 
Beverly between 1900 1950.

The Humberstone Mine, which operated near present-day Rundle Park 
Golf Course, was one of the largest mines in Beverly.  During its 34 years 
in operation, the mine extracted nearly 1 million tons of coal from the 
earth.  

Beverly Coal Mine, was located east of 43 street and south of 121 
Avenue.  



2) Shopping in the Past

The Beverly General Store  was located at 3902-118 Avenue.  This store 
was operated by the Hunter family and was typical of a general store 
that you would find in the 1920’s and 1930’s.  The Hunter family lived 
right next door to the store and their business was one of the few 
retailers to survive the depression.  Many Beverly families owed the 
Hunter family a debt of gratitude for their support during the hard times.  
The building was demolished in 1965.

3) The Beverly Memorial Cenotaph

The Beverly Cenotaph located one the southwest corner of 40 street and 
118 avenue.  It is the oldest Memorial Cenotaph in Alberta.  Please see 
additional information about the Beverly Cenotaph in the “Programs 
Offered” section of the guide.  

4) Bergman House

The house of Beverly’s First Mayor, Gustave C. Bergman which is still 
located at 12014-48 street.  Mr Bergman was the first elected mayor of 
Beverly, Alberta after Beverly was incorporated as a town in 1914.  The 
Beverly neighborhood of Bergman, located just to the north of the old 
Beverly town site, was named in his honour in 1987.



MUSIC APPRECIATION

Music appeals to all of our senses and the wonderful music that was 

celebrated during the early years in Beverly is able to be appreciated 

when you visit the Interpretive Centre and is actually played on our 

GRAMOPHONE! 

Some of the songs that we may listen to on your visit may include:

-Tuxedo Junction-Glenn Miller

-In The Mood-Glenn Miller

-Good Morning-Abe Lyman

-Honest John-Abe Lyman

-Sweet Lorraine-Frankie Carle

-Twelfth Street Rag-Frankie Carle

-Young Love-Sonny James

-You're The Reason I'm In Love-Sonny James

-Too Fat Polka-Arthur Godfrey

-For Me and My Gal-Arthur Godfrey

A part of our school program usually involves a sing along! Some of the 

songs that we may sing on your visit and integrate the theme of coal are:

-Big Bad John-Jimmy Dean

-16 Tons-Tennessee Ernie Ford

-Coal Miner's Daughter-Loretta Lynn

-Working in the Coal Mine-Lee Dorsey

You may wish to practice them before your visit so you are ready to 

share them when you come. When you are booking your program, let 

our Interpretive Centre Staff know if there is a song in particular that you 

are interested in. 
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ONLINE LINKS

The City of Edmonton information about the 

Humberstone Mine and Mining in Beverly:

http://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/edmonton_archives/humbe

rstone-mine.aspx

An online exhibit link to the Humberstone

Mine:

https://m.soundcloud.com/ckuaradio/artbeat-new-online-exhibit-

unearths-coal-mines-in-edmontons-river-banks

The “Coal Association of Canada” website:

www.coal.ca

The Edmonton Heritage Fair:

www.edmontonheritagefair.org

The Edmonton Regional Heritage Fair is a two day opportunity for students 

from grades 4 through 9 to research, write and present projects on a topic in 

Canada’s history, geography, culture or heritage. 

The City of Edmonton Archives:

www.archivesphotos.edmonton.ca

Edmonton Heritage Council: History, Heritage, 

Culture

www.Edmontonheritage.ca

Edmonton Legion site for Remembrance Day Information and Resources:

www.legion.ca

http://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/edmonton_archives/humberstone-mine.aspx
https://m.soundcloud.com/ckuaradio/artbeat-new-online-exhibit-unearths-coal-mines-in-edmontons-river-banks
http://www.coal.ca/
http://www.edmontonheritagefair.org/
http://www.archivesphotos.edmonton.ca/
http://www.edmontonheritage.ca/


The Olde Towne Beverly Historical Society would like to 
acknowledge the financial support of our partners, the City of 

Edmonton and the Edmonton Heritage Council, in the 
development of this program guide.




